CARDINAL   WOLSEY
or unwilling to give.   But the rumour was a mistake, and
Clement outlived his would-be successor.
For a long time already Wolsey had been hoping ta im-
pose his will and that of the King upon Clement in the
matter of the divorce. Before taking up the " King's
matter," however, it is necessary to consider the use the
cardinal made in the English Church itself of his episcopal
and legatine powers. His bishoprics gave him control of
a vast number of minor appointments; he exercised also,
by virtue of his power as legate, the right of appointment
to all positions in the gift of vacant sees, and of Salisbury,
Worcester, and LlandafF, held by foreign bishops whose
only interest in them was the receipt of a certain sum in
commutation of their revenues- He reintroduced the
practice of papal provisions for minor Church appoint-
ments, long given up by the popes themselves, and in many
cases intruded his own nominees into such positions against
the possessors of the rights of patronage and in violation
of the old statutes of provisors. Unwelcome as these exten-
sions of his powers were to English lay and ecclesiastical
patrons, his claims of jurisdiction, right of visitation, the
probate of wills and the summons of convocations, all by
virtue of his position as legate, were a vexation and a
burden to the English Church. He collected four per cent,
on the annual income of every benefice visited and exacted
regular fees for the probate of wills, not only in his own
archdiocese of York, but in that of Canterbury. He<
appointed English bishops as his commissaries for carrying
out under his legateship much jurisdiction they felt to be
their own, and placed his agents and officers through all
England, interposing in affairs the archdeacons and lower
clergy felt were in their sphere.
Much of his power over the English Church was excused
to himself as to others by the anticipation that it was to
serve reform. He talked to the Pope, to the King, and to
Convocation vaguely about being able, with his legatine
power, " to accomplish some good in the Lord's vineyard
and to be profitable to all Christendom." He obtained a
papal commission to negotiate a peace among Christian
princes and to launch a crusade against the Turks. He
was given authority to reform both the monastic and the
secular clergy in England. His powers were quite sufficient
for carrying out a general reform.
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